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Abstract

Novel electron acceptors, bithiazole analogues of tetracyanodiphenoquinodimethane (TCNDQ), were
synthesized by using a Pd-catalyzed coupling reaction of a dibromated precursor with sodium
dicyanomethanide. The new acceptors show strong electron-accepting ability and small on-site Coulomb
repulsion. The X-ray crystallographic analysis has revealed a planar structure containing a double bond
with E-configuration. Several charge transfer complexes were obtained with electron donors such as
tetrathiafulvalene (TTF). © 2000 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
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A large number of electron donor molecules have been synthesized since the discovery of the
first synthetic metal, a charge transfer complex of tetrathiafulvalene (TTF) and tetra-
cyanoquinodimethane (TCNQ). Organic superconductors have been developed by using TTF
derivatives as components.1 On the other hand, although various kinds of TCNQ derivatives2

have also been prepared over the past four decades, only a few of the acceptor-based conductors
show metallic behavior.3

We have recently developed TCNDQ analogue 14 with the two quinonoid ring system and
peripheral heteroatoms. In the crystal of 1, two-dimensional intermolecular heteroatom contacts
were observed by X-ray crystallographic analysis. Compound 1 has afforded some highly
conducting CT complexes and radical anion salts. As an extension of this work we have now
designed a new acceptor molecule 5, which is an isoelectronic p-system of TCNDQ. Acceptor 2,5
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a bithiophene analogue of TCNDQ, and its derivatives have already been synthesized; however,
they were all found to be weak acceptors. Nitrogen atoms of the thiazole rings in 5 are expected
to enhance its acceptor ability and also work as a functional part for heteroatom contacts.6,7

According to the MNDO-PM3 calculations,8 large coefficients of LUMO are observed on the
nitrogen atoms of the thiazole rings.

Attempts to synthesize quinoid acceptors including nitrogen atoms have already been made
by several groups.9–16 However, isolation of those acceptors has not been successful due to their
instability. Acceptor 5 is the first quinoid acceptor of this type that has been isolated in the
neutral state. We would like to report here its synthesis, redox properties, structures and charge
transfer complexes.

Bithiazole17 reacted with 4 equiv. of N-bromosuccinimide in DMF at 60°C for 5 h to afford
dibromo bithiazole 320 in 97% yield. Sodium dicyanomethanide18,19 was allowed to react with 3
in refluxing THF containing 0.1 equiv. of tetrakis(triphenylphosphine)-palladium(0), followed by
acidification with HCl to isolate bis(dicyanomethane)bithiazole 4. Subsequent extraction with
dichloromethane and sublimation under reduced pressure gave 4 in 27% yield. Oxidation of 421

was performed with p-benzoquinone in dry dichloromethane. Impurities in the crude products
were removed by sublimation under reduced pressure at 150°C, and then the desired compound
522 was obtained at 200–250°C in 76% yield (Scheme 1). Recrystallization from dichloromethane

Scheme 1.
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gave blue luster black crystals. Acceptor 5 could be kept for more than a year at ambient
temperature without decomposition, but it reacts quickly with nucleophilic regents such as water
and methanol. Actually, methoxy-substituted derivatives, 623 and 7,24 were obtained by addition
of methanol to 5 in dichloromethane at room temperature. Compounds 6 and 7 were separated
by silica gel column chromatography and recrystallized from dichloromethane.

The redox properties of 5 and 6 were examined by CV measurements. The results are
summarized in Table 1 together with those of 1, 2 and TCNQ. Acceptors 5 and 6 show two
reversible one-electron reduction waves. The reduction potentials (E1

1/2, E2
1/2) of 5 (+0.34, +0.01

V) are higher than those of TCNQ (+0.22, −0.35 V), indicating that 5 is a very strong acceptor
owing to the electron-withdrawing effect of the C�N bond. This result indicates that introduc-
tion of nitrogen atoms is a useful method for increasing acceptor abilities without using extra
substituents. The differences between the first and second reduction potentials (DE) decrease in
5 compared to that of TCNQ, suggesting the decrease in on-site Coulomb repulsion in 5 due to
the extended p-conjugation. The strong electron acceptability and small on-site Coulombic
repulsion indicate the superiority of 5 as an acceptor for organic conductors. Reduction
potentials of 6 (+0.10, −0.19 V) are about 0.2 V lower than 5 due to the electron-donating
property of the methoxy group.

Table 1
The first and second half-wave reduction potentialsa

Compound DE (V)bE2
1/2 (V)E1

1/2 (V)

+0.24 +0.03 0.211
−0.03 −0.26 0.232

0.33+0.015 +0.34
+0.10 −0.19 0.296

−0.35+0.22TCNQ 0.57

a Versus SCE, in CH2Cl2, nBu4NClO4, scan rate 100 mV sec−1.
b DE=E1

1/2−E2
1/2.

Absorption maxima of the acceptors are summarized in Table 2. New acceptors show a sharp
strong absorption which is characteristic of bis-quinonoid type acceptors. The absorption
maxima are red-shifted compared to those of 2 and TCNQ.

Table 2
Absorption maxima of UV–vis spectrum

Compound lmax
a (log o) (nm) (dm−3 mol−1 cm−1)

1 522 (5.10), 486 (4.75)
2 536 (4.80), 512 (4.74)
5 553 (4.85), 513 (4.47)

562 (4.44), 527 (4.57)6
401 (4.84)TCNQ

a In CH2Cl2.

The single crystals of 5 and 6 were obtained by slow dilution of a dichloromethane solution
with hexane vapor at −30°C. The molecular structures of the two acceptors have been
determined by X-ray crystallographic analyses.25–27 Figs. 1 and 2 show that both of the acceptors



8362

have the E-configuration of the central double bond. Acceptor 5 has a planar geometry. The
dihedral angles between the dicyanomethylene moiety and the thiazole ring, and the two thiazole
rings are 1.8 and 0.0°, respectively. The CH···N hydrogen bonding (2.47 A, ), which is shorter
than the sum of the van der Waals radii (H�N, 2.75 A, ), are observed between hydrogen of the
thiazole ring and nitrogen of the cyano group (Fig. 3). Crystals of 6 contain dichloromethane.
The molecule 6 also has a planar geometry. The deviation of the methoxy group from the
thiazole ring is within 0.03 A, . The dihedral angles between the dicyanomethylene moiety and the
thiazole ring, and the two thiazole rings are 4.6, 2.6 and 2.3°, respectively.

Figure 1. Molecular structure of 5

Figure 2. Molecular structure of 6

Figure 3. Crystal structure of 5
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Attempts to prepare radical anion salts of 5 and 6 by electrochemical reduction have not been
successful. The acceptor 5 afforded charge transfer complexes with TTF, tetramethyltetra-
selenafulvalene (TMTSF), bis(ethlenedithio)tetrathiafulvalene (BEDT–TTF) and tetrathiatetra-
cene (TTT). The electrical conductivities for the complexes of 5, measured by using a
compressed pellet, are as follows: TTF complex, 2.1×10−3 S cm−1; TMTSF complex, 3.1×10−5 S
cm−1; BEDT–TTF complex, 3.6×10−8 S cm−1; TTT complex, 7.7×10−3 S cm−1.

Further experiments are now in progress to isolate the single crystals of charge transfer
complexes.
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